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nor in the territory east of it, were they able thereafter to put
up any effective defence. Here as elsewhere on the Allied front
the decisive battle for Germany was in fact fought and won before
the actual invasion took place.
All along the Allied front equally important successes had been
achieved. On the American Ninth Army front, all the area west of
the Rhine, including Cologne, was swept clear of the enemy;
the American First Army not only reached the river, but effected
a surprise crossing at Remagen, and the American Third and
Seventh and French First Armies in Lorraine and Alsace also
lined up along the great river. All was now ready for the knock-out
blow to Germany in the west.
Owing to the heavy defeats suffered by the German forces west
of the Rhine, the forcing of the passage of the river was achieved
with unexpected ease. On the Twenty-First Army Group sector
it took place after three weeks of thorough and careful preparation
on March 24; according to the plan, while the Ninth American
Army on the right crossed between the northern edge of the
Ruhr and the Lippe, the Xllth Corps of the British Second
Army, was ferried over below Wesel and the XXXth Corps above
Emmerich, while the 6th Airborne Division was dropped just
behind the enemy river bank defences at Wesel to take them in ,
rear. These careful arrangements ensured that the army's passage
was swift and uninterrupted by the weak and spasmodic resistance
which was all that the disheartened German troops could oppose
to it; there was fighting around Wesel and at Rees, the point of
junction of the corps zones, but at the end of the first day all
objectives had been taken, and by March 29 everything was ready
for the continuance of the advance from the wide and deep lodge-
ment secured on the east bank all along the Twenty-First Army
Group's front.
Thereafter the end followed swiftly. The British Second Army
swept rapidly forward north-eastward, its right wing corps, the,
XXXth, by Osnabruck to Luneburg, its centre, the Xllth, by
Rheine and Nienburg on Hamburg, and its left, the XXXth, by
Bremen to the North Sea coast between the Elbe and the Weser
mouths. The First Canadian Army was given the task of clearing
eastern and north-eastern Holland and the north-western corner
of Germany between the lower Weser and the lower Ems. Hostile
resistance, though at times considerable, was neither organised nor
prolonged, and large bodies of German troops, cut off and enve-
loped, surrendered with little show of fight.
Th$ Xllth and XXXth Corps fought a sharp action in the Rheine
-Lingen area in the first week in April, but the Vlllth Corps on the
right had almost a free run to the Elbe, which the Xllth Corps,
after another combat south of Luneburg, also reached before the